BLAKE.

Blake soon supplied his fleet with provision, and received
orders to make reprisals upon the French, who had suffered
their privateers to molest the English trade; an injury
which, in those days, was always immediately resented,
and if not repaired, certainly punished. Sailing with this
commission, he took in his way a French man of war,
valued at a million. How this ship happened to be so
rich, we are not informed; but as it was a cruiser, it is
probable the rich lading was the accumulated plunder of
many prizes. Then following the unfortunate Rupert,
whose fleet,, by storms and battles, was now reduced to
five ships, into Carthagena, he demanded leave of the
Spanish governour to attack him in the harbour, but re-
ceived the same answer which had been returned before
by the Portuguese: " That they had a right to protect all
ships that came into their dominions; that, if the admiral
were forced in thither, he should find the same security;
and that he required him not to violate the peace of a
neutral port." Blake withdrew, upon this answer, into the
Mediterranean; and Rupert, then leaving Carthagena,
entered the port of Malaga, where he burnt and sunk se-'
veral English merchant ships. Blake, judging this to be
an infringement of the neutrality professed by the Spani-
ards, now made no scruple to fall upon Rupert's fleet in
the harbour of Malaga, and, having destroyed three of his
ships, obliged him to quit the sea, and take sanctuary at
the Spanish court.

In February, 1650-1, Blake, still continuing to cruise in
the Mediterranean, met a French ship of considerable
force, and commanded the captain to come on board, there
being no war declared between the two nations. The* cap-
tain, when he came, was asked by him, " whether he was
willing to lay down his sword, and yield," which he gal-
lantly refused, though in his enemy's power. Blake, scorn-
ing to take advantage of an artifice, and detesting the ap-
pearance of treachery, told him, " that he was at liberty
to go back to his ship, and defend it, as long as he could.**
The captain willingly accepted his offer, and, after a fight